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manning their own merchant marine, they are to be found on the ships
of every other great power.

COMMERCE

Since the period of the Hanseatic League, the commercial im-
portance of The Netherlands has been great. Its location on the delta
of Europe's most important river, its extensive colonial trade, and the
economic activity of the country itself have combined to give it a great
foreign trade and to make it an important entrepot center.

In 1930 it ranked second only to Denmark among the European
powders in per capita foreign trade. In total trade it normally ranks
fifth among the nations of the continent, although in 1930 it passed
Italy and occupied fourth place. The average annual foreign trade,
including imports and exports, for the five-year period 1926-1930 was
valued at $1,775,620,000, while in 1930 the total trade was valued at
$1,666,100,000.

Data on imports and exports, however, provide an. incomplete
picture of the commercial importance of The Netherlands, as they do
not take into account the very large entrepot trade of the country.
Statistics concerning the total tonnage of goods loaded and discharged
at its ports give a better indication of this importance. In 1930 this
tonnage amounted to 97,360,000 metric tons, which was greater than
that handled by the ports of any other European nation except possibly
those of the United Kingdom.

This tremendous movement of goods has placed Rotterdam and
Amsterdam among the great ports of the world. On the basis of the
volume of merchandise handled by both ocean and river shipping,
Rotterdam is the most important of the European ports. Thus for the
first eight months of 1931 it handled 19,296,000 tons, as compared
with 15,355,000 handled by Hamburg and 13,520,000 by Anvers. For
the same period in 1930 the figures were: Rotterdam, 23,420,000;
Hamburg, 16,888,000; and Anvers, 14,704,000. Amsterdam, the port
through which most of the colonial trade passes, handled 3,736,000
tons in the first eight months of 1931, which placed it slightly ahead of
Bremen, the second German port, in this respect.

The most important exports of the country are manufactured and
semi-manufactured goods; foodstuffs rank second and raw materials
third. Manufactured and semi-manufactured goods also make up the
most important imports, while raw materials are second and foods
third. Textiles, coal and coke, meats, dairy products and wireless